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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE CHANGE
Because of difficulties with timely postal delivery of the
newsletter, the editors of the U.H. Newsletter, with the agreement

of the HRB and ICHA, have decided to change the deadline for
submission of material for the newsletter to the 15th of the month at 4:00 p.m.

This change will go into effect in December.  This means that any item intended for publication in
the January Newsletter will have to be submitted to either Nina Macdonald or Lauri Barwick by

Wednesday, December 15th at 4:00 p.m.   Items submitted after this date will be published in the following month’s
newsletter.  Items will continue to be accepted as before, via email or in writing, and can be dropped in the newsletter
basket at the ICHA Office, or mailed to University Hills Newsletter, c/o ICHA, 22 Los Trancos Dr., Irvine, CA  92617.

HRB MINUTES - October 5, 2004
Attending: Aileen Anderson, Jeffrey Beckwith, Brian Cummings, Komal Dewan, Rachel Gamby, Wayne Sandholtz,
Michele Walot, Andrew Herndon, Liz Phillips

Komal Dewan has joined the HRB, filling Ruby Xiong’s slot until Feb. 2006. Volunteers applied and after requirements
were explained Komal was the only one remaining. There will be four positions open for the January ballot.  Potential
candidates should watch for the call for nominations in December.

Operations Report-
• There will be another Astronomy Night at the observatory on Saturday, October 9; evening parking in Lot G.
• There was an architectural review about a window replacement on Schubert, which is under review by the Condo board.
• Some Phase 7 and 8 homeowners need to complete landscaping and have been contacted by ICHA.
• The issue of nonresident homeowners was discussed again. Five homeowners have been approached because they are

no longer living here. ICHA checks eligibility (UC employment) twice a year. The HRB is pushing for more aggressive
enforcement of eligibility because of the very limited housing supply in University Hills.

Committees
Parking and Transportation- For noise concerns regarding the Southern Radial Road and parking structure construction
noise contact Bob Fritch at Campus and Environmental Planning at rlfritch@uci.edu or at 824-6641. CEP has designated
Bob as the single point of contact to optimize their response to resident concerns about construction and to facilitate
effective communication. The HRB appreciates the responsiveness and efforts of Campus Planning on behalf of the UH
residents.

Noise Testing- The HRB requested tests of the DBA levels emitted by the Engineering building across from the Schubert
Court condos. Preliminary noise test reports have come back but do not address cumulative noise emitted from multiple
sources simultaneously, as was originally requested.  Many of the individual noise sources test just below the threshold
for excessive decibel levels. As a result, the HRB is requesting additional testing to meet our original agreement.
Additionally, the HRB is requesting further information about the new compressors to be employed at the Cal IT2
building which are not shielded from University Hills and which will only increase noise levels.

Community Building- The ICHA committee on the new Community Building project will be meeting on Oct. 7 with our
architect. After the ICHA board reviews the concepts, the HRB subcommittee will review and discuss the plans later in
October.

Dog Run - Recommendations for the proposed dog run will be presented in November. The HRB is looking for volunteers
to re-stock doggie dispenser bags using IHCA provided supplies; there are several dispensers which need a sponsor,
contact Ron Reid (reid@housing.hsg.uci.edu).  On the Dog Run front, ICHA will provide "preliminary concept drawings"
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of the Dog Run to Brian Cummings in early November.  The Dog Run committee will meet in late November (date to be
determined) to look over the drawings and recommend turf, tree, and/or decomposed granite pathway locations, fencing,
etc.  If you are interested in helping, please email Brian Cummings (cummings@uci.edu).

New Faculty Housing List- The HRB will be providing the Council on Faculty Welfare with additional information
concerning the HRB’s recommendation regarding the priority period for new recruits for purchase University Hills
homes.

Garden Park- ICHA has completed the cut back of plants in the Los Trancos Garden Park. The proteas could not be
topped and had to be removed, but the garden is being replanted with lower growing material to fill in bare areas.  There
was concern that the pruning was much more radical than anticipated.  The HRB has been vigorously advocating for the
affected homeowners and is awaiting additional action from ICHA regarding the requested fence at the front of the park.

Student Parking- The HRB is still concerned about students who park on our streets (especially until late at night) to avoid
buying permits.

Parks Committee- Representatives of the Parks Committee met with ICHA management on Sept. 30 to discuss the
development of the Gabrielino playground and the upcoming replacement of equipment at other community playgrounds.
Liz Phillips joined the HRB meeting to discuss the options. The Leathers community design option is still being
investigated, but there are very serious concerns regarding affordability given the high fixed costs for design services and
construction supervision, as well as the expectation that significant materials will be donated. The playgrounds at the
lower pool and the Urey pool are up for replacement next year and the committee wants to coordinate equipment
planning. Off-the-shelf components recommended by the committee will be priced and their fall zone requirements
researched by ICHA Management and available by the end of the month. Play space for kids older than 8 is a priority
since they have been historically underserved. One very substantial expense will be foam or padding in fall zones
regardless of which equipment options are chosen. Andrew will provide price and specs for fall zone options by the end of
the month. The HRB would like to have recommendations and detailed plans and costs by the December meeting given
that the budget is $50,000 with at least $11,300 for the rubber ground treatment. A final recommendation to the
community will be made at that meeting.

---Respectfully submitted, Michele Walot

PARKING LOT CONSTRUCTION NOISE
Starting in November, construction noise will increase for the next phase of the Engineering Parking Structure on East
Peltason (in the previous location of Parking Lot 18C). The work involves “piling”, or digging 5’- 11’ holes, 30” in
diameter, in which the supports for the structure will be placed. The holes are filled with gravel and compacted with a
ram.  This ramming will generate a large amount of noise.  Six hundred and fifty- two holes will be dug between 7:15 am
and 5:00 pm, for approximately the next four weeks.

We expect construction traffic in the area to be heavy.  Please plan your trips accordingly and consider using alternative
routes. We apologize for any inconveniences the construction may bring, but hope you’ll bear with us while we work to
improve parking for you.  For further updates, visit our website www.parking.uci.edu.  In addition, we have developed a
listserv, “Parking 411.”  Subscribe at https://www.ddm.uci.edu/zotmail/zm_subinstr.html to receive information on
current and upcoming construction projects, road / lot closures, and other parking topics.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Ms. Barwick:
I am writing to the University Hills Newsletter in order to express dismay at the almost complete destruction of the garden
at the end of Vista Bonita. This was the pride of the neighborhood, and when residents had visitors from out of town, they
were often taken there to see its beauty.  I have been a resident here for 18 years, and have seen this garden planned and
after much hard work, have witnessed the creation of a small gem.  This grew into a wonderful mature garden and I am
angry that we could not tolerate its survival.   The reason for this razing was our fear of its misuse as a haven for drug use.
Did we really have to totally demolish such a wonderful oasis because of our anxieties?   Was this a balanced or a
hysterical solution?

What a culture of fear we live in to think of the removal of a magically beautiful little spot as reasonable behavior. I am
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reminded of the destruction of hamlets in Vietnam in order "to save them".

Every time I visit the site, I remember its astonishing former beauty and I am incredulous that it could have been
deliberately brought to its present condition.  Who knows what area will be leveled next. Good visibility may be needed at
national borders to prevent illegal crossing but it is very inappropriate to violently obliterate our beautiful suburban
habitat.   Perhaps the current "war on terror" is producing a paranoid atmosphere but let's relax and enjoy where we live,
and not panic when passing dense foliage.

---Stephen Bondy

SOUTHERN RADIAL / CALIFORNIA AVENUE CONSTRUCTION SAFETY
The new Southern Radial Road project is currently under construction from East Peltason to Bonita Canyon and
California Avenue will be extended from the ARC to Gabrielino Dr. The University's Contractor has installed a
combination of chain link fencing and yellow safety rope to delineate the work limits of the project.

There are several dirt hiking/jogging paths that have been established over time throughout the hillsides in this area. Some
of these paths cross through the construction zone. It is imperative for Personal Safety that the established project limits
not be entered or crossed.

---Mary Opel, Project Manager, UC Irvine Design & Construction Services

NEWS FROM THE CITY OF IRVINE
“Joyful Jingles” Family Holiday Concert
The City of Irvine and Irvine Valley College will host “Joyful Jingles,” a family holiday concert, on Saturday, December
18, 2 p.m., at the Irvine Civic Center.  A reception will precede the concert at 1 p.m.  This free event is open to the public
and will feature the Irvine Masterworks Chorale with a special guest performance by the Southern California Children’s
Chorus.  For more information, call (949) 724-6606 or visit http://www.ci.irvine.ca.us.

NEWS FROM IRWD
Irvine Ranch Water District Returns to Regular Disinfection Method in Early October - Dialysis Patients and Fish
Owners Need to Be Aware of the Change
As we indicated in last month’s newsletter, Irvine Ranch Water District (IRWD) returned to its regular method of
disinfecting water by using chloramines, a combination of chlorine and ammonia, beginning the week of Oct. 4. The
transition continued through the first two weeks of October as IRWD gradually shuts off most of its wells for the winter
season.

Between October and April, IRWD uses mostly imported water from the Colorado River, which is purified by the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California using chloramines. IRWD had temporarily switched from chloramines
to chlorine in late August as part of a routine maintenance program. Customers who had recently noticed a stronger
taste or odor of chlorine should now see those changes gradually disappearing.

Dialysis patients and fish owners (whether in aquariums or ponds) need to be aware of this change so that they can make
adjustments to the special treatment needed for their uses. These groups of customers are impacted because water comes
into direct contact with the bloodstream during dialysis treatment and because fish take in the water through their gill
systems, also contacting their bloodstream. These groups need to ensure that they are taking appropriate steps to remove
ammonia from their water. Other customers do not need to take any action as the water remains safe to drink and is treated
according to both state and federal standards.

WATER CONSERVATION TIPS FOR NOVEMBER
Start cutting back on your watering. By the beginning of October, plants needed as much as one-third LESS water than
they did in August, even though the days are still warm. Why? Because the days are shorter. Also, plants are slowing their
rate of growth - the opposite of the spring growth phase. Watch for signs of stress. Lawns show stress when grass blades
turn wiry and don't pop back up when stepped on. Plants and bushes show stress when leaves droop or start to turn color.
Domestic plants will easily recover from minor stress. If runoff occurs, reduce the watering time, but water twice in the
same day at least an hour apart. Shrubs and trees will need about half of what turf requires.
• Warm season grasses go into dormancy and turn brown this time of year. No amount of water will change that! Some

landscapers will "overseed" with an annual rye grass to keep a lawn looking green. You will need to water more
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frequently to get the seeds to germinate, but only a few BRIEF minutes each day for a couple weeks - just enough to
get the seeds wet.

• Lower the mower blade. If you increased the height during the warm months, return to the recommended height for
your type of turf. Hybrid Bermuda: 1/2 to 3/8 inch; Tall Fescue: 2-2½ inches.

• PLANT! Fall is the best time of year for planting in Southern California. The soil is still warm, but the days and
nights are cool. Winter rains are just around the corner to encourage good, deep root systems so plants will be ready
for a surge of growth in the spring.

• Change the battery. If your sprinkler timer has a backup battery, now is a good time to install a fresh one.

SUGGESTED WEEKLY WATERING SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER
Weekly watering schedule for spray head irrigation systems

Turf grass Trees, shrubs, groundcover Percent Option
November 1-2 days, 1-2 cycles* of 2-3 minutes 1 day, 2 cycles* of 4 minutes 40%**

*By "cycling" your irrigation timer to turn on for the suggested number of minutes an hour apart, you reduce runof and gain deeper watering and
healthier root growth. Start with this weekly schedule and increase the times only if your plants show signs of stress. If stress occurs only in isolated
areas, check your irrigation system before increasing the time.

**Some irrigation controllers have a feature by which the watering time can be set by changing the percentage instead of specifically entering the
days, cycles and minutes.

If you don't have the instructions for your controller, check the manufacturer's website. Many controller manufacturers provide online access to the
owner's manual.

film and video center
Japanese Documentary Filmmakers - November 4 & 6
Tsuchiya Yutaka will be present during the screening of his films. All discussions will be moderated by Akira Mizuta Lippit (FMS).  These
screenings are co-sponsored by the Center for Asian Studies.

November 4 • 7:30pm • Peep “TV” Show, 2004, Japan • This DV feature dissolves the borders that supposedly separate fiction from reality.
Centered on the generation of kids that hang out in the streets and small apartments around Shibuya, in Tokyo, Tsuchiya’s film captures two months
of the strangely dislocated lives of these young people. • 98 minutes • DV CamDirected by Tsuchiya Yutaka • In Japanese with English subtitles

November 6 • 7:30pm • The New God, 1999, Japan • The New God records Tsuchiya’s relationship with Amamiya, female vocalist with the ultra-
nationalist punk-noise band The Revolutionary Truth. He lends her a camera to record her trip to Pyongyang to meet Japan Red Army terrorists in
exile, and she becomes a compulsive video diarist. Their exchanges of views about race, history, group identity and so on, founded on a shared hatred
of US imperialism (“My enemy’s enemy is my friend”), achieves heights of absurdity and self-delusion which need to be seen to be believed. • 99
minutes • DV-CamDirected by Tsuchiya Yutaka • In Japanese with English subtitles

November 18 • 7:30pm • Levelland, 2003, USA •Special Guest: Director Clark Lee Walker will be present to discuss his film: Walker’s feature
debut, Levelland, takes place in the American suburbs, somewhere between the urban centers and the rural edges. Continuing in a tradition that spans
from American Graffiti to Dazed and Confused, the youth of Levelland struggle more with uncertainty and alienation than with apathy or disgust.
Unconvinced by the empty promises of adulthood the kids find comfort in the best way they know to make sense of their surroundings,
skateboarding. And it is Walker’s direction of the more-skateboarder-than-actor cast that provides rare and honest glimpses of that vague and sudden
period between youth and adulthood. • 107 minutes • 35mm • Directed by Clark Lee Walker

December 2 • 7:30pm • Take Care of My Cat, 2002, South Korea • We end our Fall schedule with this debut feature from Director/Screenwriter
Jae-Eun Jeong. Set in the port city of Inchon, Take Care of My Cat follows the orbit of five friends in high school who step into adulthood only to
find a vastly different world succeptible to constantly changing priorities and circumstances.

As rich in incidental detail as it is narratively diffuse, Cat faithfully registers their failures in ambition and communication as workplace ennui
obliterates high school graduation giddiness, the only constant the variegated burbling of their cell phones. • 112 Minutes • 35mm • Directed by Jae-
Eun Jeong • In Korean with English subtitles
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